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Camping Gear – A Guide ‘To Buy or Not to Buy’
Our first Pack camp for the year is fast approaching & the days are getting colder.  To ensure the cubs have a great time on camp it is important they come prepared with appropriate gear (ie. Warm sleeping bags, water proof jackets, thermals, etc…).   There is nothing worse than freezing at night when you are exhausted from all the fun activities during the day! 
However, the hardest thing for us parents is the fact that they won’t stop growing, so how can I invest in good gear now?

As a parent of a Cub & a Scout, I want to ensure you do not waste money purchasing cheaper gear that will not keep the kids warm or suitable later on for Scouting activities purely because they won’t stop growing & you don’t know of any other option!   
Well, here is your answer!  ‘Outsports’ in Moorabbin provide a hire service for all levels of camping/hiking equipment at very reasonable prices.  I found it also a great way to try before you buy as they only hire the quality items they are prepared to sell.

If you tell them you are from Baden Powell Park Scout Group they will look after you & provide a good discount.  (see attached price list)
Basically, you can’t go wrong if you can afford to purchase a good duck or goose down sleeping bag now as it will last them (& the entire family) for years to come.  In Scouts & Venturers they will be camping & hiking and may experience all kinds of conditions, both hot & extremely cold.  With hiking, weight & volume are also important so remember to keep that in mind if you purchase.

I hope this information helps, as good gear is very expensive & the earlier you start to invest in some of the gear, (ie. Sleeping bag, etc…) the easier it is on the pocket later.  

The BPP Group has acknowledged the ‘teenage growing issue’ by purchasing a range of hike packs & water proof jackets of various sizes which are also available for hire.  As you move on to Scouts, you will notice a hike pack suitable for an entry level Scout is massively different to a hike pack suitable for a Scout linking to Venturers as are their capabilities!
Please speak to a leader if you have any questions.

Happy Scouting!
Kaa

